
  

 

ñJoe McNally recently 

climbed the 200-metre 

antenna tower that sits 

on top of the Burj Khalifa 

in Dubai to photograph 

the workers who climb it 

regularly.ò  
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A talented quartet, the Four Scoopers (alias Barry Killen, George Dimitroff , Murray Palmer 
and Margaret Hamilton), served up frosty delights at the ice cream social at its PPS June 
meeting,  

Presidentôs Message by George Dimitroff 

What Joy Did You Have This Summer? 

ñThe aims of the Society shall be to encourage and develop the skills and increase 

the expertise of the members in photography and provide fellowship and support 

for people with similar interestsò.  

 

I'm hoping everyone is having a safe, relaxing and joyful summer.  Of course you can't have 

joy all the time and I'm usually suspicious of people who are ñexcellentò every time you ask 

how they're doing.  But periods of joy are good as we get lost in activities and relationships 

and simply have fun playing with what we enjoy doing.  I've had a few joyous episodes myself 

this summer.  One involves spending a day in July with my lighting guru, Joe McNally.  Joe is 

a real character, who enjoys embracing life with his camera.  He recently climbed the 200 

meter antenna tower that sits on top of the Burj Khalifa in Dubai to photograph the workers 

who climb it regularly (see the video and incredible view at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=30_b22TVY7s).  I just 

sat back and thoroughly enjoyed watching Joe analyze a 

ñcrappyò room in Ottawa, pick people out of the audience 

to pose and make really nice portraits while thinking out 

loud and adjusting lighting and settings.  Joe (at left), even 

posed for me while I took his portrait (with a borrowed 

camera). At the end of the day, Joe and I had a back 

and forth, in front of 200 photographers, discussing 

some of my SPARK portraits       (continued on page 2) 
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Presidentôs Message (continued) 
which I submitted for Image Review.  His positive comments and affable personality made 

this a fantastic day for me.  

In June Sheila and I went on a road trip to Quebec.  Our plan was to visit and photograph 

Quebec City and the Charlevoix region and then spend a day at the Montreal Botanical 

Gardens on the way back.  We really enjoyed going to Charlevoix but heavy rain kept the 

cameras locked up in the car.  At least we enjoyed Quebec art, smoked meat sandwiches 

and award winning cheese. 

At the botanical gardens, we just played.  Terry Carpenter did a workshop on Macro Pho-

tography and inspired us to get up close. Sheila had a macro lens and I used tubes (which 

is generally how things go when we try to do macro shots).  Tubes are like toilet rolls that 

go between your camera and lens and they extend the ability to get closer to your subject.  

They make your lens look longer and you can get some pretty good macro shots using 

them.  This is one of the largest botanical gardens in North America (which is why we 

chose to go there) so be prepared for lots of walking.  The greenhouses are like the Alan 

Gardens greenhouse on steroids!  They just go on and on.  There are beautiful Japanese 

gardens with rocks and waterfalls and many different sections to wander through.  I thor-

oughly enjoyed the bonsai trees, which look like cute little puppies but which are almost as 

old as me.  Some of the buildings also had photography exhibits. 

The part I really enjoyed was the Insectorium.  This 

is an exhibit devoted to insects and wouldn't you 

know, is the largest insect museum in North Ameri-

ca.  As you can expect there are many displays of 

various interesting bugs but at one section they had 

an ant colony which seemed to have two sections 

connected by branches.  Hundreds of ants were 

going back and forth carrying leaves in a continuous column.  It was fascinating to watch 

the armies pass by like a parade. 

Hmmmm...  Do you know that hmmmm you experience when you see something and it 

triggers a response in your photographer soul?  Out come the tubes and in the dark room, 

the flash popped up.  I probably had about 20 minutes of joy photographing this ant pa-

rade, continually adjusting settings for exposure and flash while I almost fell into the exhibit 

myself leaning as close as possible to my tiny subjects.  Regardless of the final photos, I 

thoroughly enjoyed trying to make portraits of ants.  The Joy of Photography for me this 

summer was forgetting everyday life and losing myself in the flow of trying to do photog-

raphy, whether it's in the presence of a larger than life celebrity like Joe McNally or a tiny 

ant colony.  I hope everyone has similar joys with your own fun in photography. 

Viewfinder 
Makeover 

Welcome to the newly redesigned 

Viewfinder, the newsletter of the 

Peterborough Photograhic Society 

since 1982. 

The 2015-16 Viewfinder has a 

sleek, modern, cohesive look de-

signed to make it easier to read. 

One thing that hasnôt changed is 

our commitment to bring you the 

best in club news, events, infor-

mation, and member photographs. 

CN Tower  ð photo by PPS member 
Suzanne Schroeter 

Butterfly ð photo by PPS member Margaret Hamilton 

Contributors 
This Month 

The Viewfinder relies on 

editorial and photo-

graphic submissions 

from club members. 

This monthôs contribu-

tors are:  Brian Crangle, 

Kathryn Danford, Dave 

Duffus, George Dimi-

troff, George Giarratana, 

Marg Hamilton, Barry 

Killen, Claude Denis, 

Ken Powell, and Murray 

Palmer. 
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Program: September Guest Speaker 

Ken Powell speaks at PPS Tuesday Sept. 8 
Peterborough photographer and world traveler Ken Powell, renown for his exquisite, probing, and often stun-

ning shots, will speak about wilderness photography at the Peterborough Photographic Societyôs regular 

monthly meeting, Tuesday Sept. 8 at 7 PM in the Lionsô Centre 347 Burnham St., Peterborough. 

At the meeting, he will show a collection of photos that he has taken across Canada in out-of-the-way places. 

He calls it "Ken Powell's Off the Beaten Track Cross Canada Tour."  It will touch on over 30 locations from the 

Pacific across Canada to the Atlantic and up in the Arctic. It will contain vignettes from these adventures over a 

number of years, using a variety of cameras and lens'. He will talk about the places but also about what it takes 

to get these kinds of photos in remote and sometimes inhospitable and/or difficult conditions. 

His presentation will include photos of sea kayaking (Haida Gwaii, Clayoquot 

Sound, Broken Islands, Grand Manan), canoe trips (Nahanni, Snake, Keele, Mac-

kenzie, Barren), rafting on the Ottawa, scuba diving on both coasts (searching for 

the Pacific Giant octopus, cold water diving in Passamaquoddy Bay), dog sledding 

north of Thunder Bay, rock climbing, cycling, hunting with the Inuit, hang gliding, 

and wildlife encounters (whales, seabirds, polar bears).  

Ken has been behind a camera lens ever since he borrowed his father's Leica when he was 14. His passion 

has been undiminished by time and circumstance. His knowledge and experience has been developed through 

both taking and teaching courses and seminars, membership in camera clubs, taking commercial, portrait and 

wedding assignments ð but mainly by shooting ñan awful lot of pictures.ò  

His work is eclectic, but leans to the outdoor world. He connects his scuba diving with a large body of work tak-

en underwater. His interest in canoeing, kayaking and wilderness travel, and his proclivity to carry his camera 

wherever he goes, has resulted in a photographic record of those endeavors. Through extensive travel around 

the world, Ken attempts to document a wide variety of cultural distinctions.        (More information on page 4)
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Please turn to page 4 

to see more photo-

graphs and a map 

from Kenneth Powellôs 

presentation, ñCross 

Canada Tour: Off the 

Beaten Track,ò which 

he will present to the 

Peterborough Photo-

graphic Society at its 

meeting on Tuesday 

September 8 at 7 PM 

in the Peterborough 

Lions Centre. 
P1791_A35-15 ð Photo by Kenneth Powell, copyright protected by the photographer. Not 
for download or reproduction.  



Image Themes 

for 2015-2016 

September 2015 ï Action 

Stopped 

October ï Shadows 

November ï The Letter ñPò 

December ï Black & White 

January 2016 ï Itôs a Small 

World 

February ï At Work 

March ï Cars 

April ï Primary Colours 

May ï Weird Trees 

June 2016 ï H2O 
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 September 
Meeting Date 

Changed 
Tues. Sept. 8, 2015 

The date of the regular Sep-

tember  meeting of the Pe-

terborough Photographic 

Society has been changed 

to the second Tuesday of 

this month, September 8, 

for this meeting only. 

The club usually meets on 

the first Tuesday of every 

month, but the executive 

board changed the date to 

accommodate Labour Day, 

which is late this year

(Monday September 7). 
All photos and graphics by Kenneth Powell, copyright protected by the photographer. Not 
for download or reproduction.  



Fall Program  

by Marg Hamilton 

This yearôs program of 

guest speakers has been 

strengthened by the PPS 

executive, increasing the 

maximum program budg-

et for speaker travel ex-

penses to $500 from 

$300 last year. 

ñA lot of the speakers turn 

their honorarium back to 

the club,ò said Program 

Director Margaret Hamil-

tion. ñLike last year, we 

may not spend all the 

money, but it gives us a 

cushion in case we find a 

really fantastic speaker 

that we want to bring to 

our club.ò 

So far, Marg has booked 

three guest speakers for 

the fall program. They 

are: 

¶ Kenneth Powell 

¶ Lydia Dotto, and 

¶ Brian Tyson. 

Ken Powell is a Peter-

borough photographer 

renowned for his exquis-

ite wilderness and cultural 

images. (See page 4.) 

Lydia Dotto is an iconic 

Canadian freelance pho-

tographer and nature/

science writer. Her imag-

es feature nature, land-

scapes and wildlife.  

Award-winning Hastings 

photographer Brian Ty-

son describes his work 

as black and white docu-

mentary photography with 

a strong focus on archi-

tecture and environment. 

Q & A Featurette: Kathryn Danford 

Meet the New Treasurer 
 

Kathryn Danford has been a member of the PPS 

for about two years. She was recently elected as 

the club`s treasurer. She replaces Carol Pearson 

in the role. The Viewfinder asked Kathryn to an-

swer five questions as a way of introducing her-

self further to the club. ð The Editor. 

Q: Why did you join? 

A: To improve my photography, to learn, to 
experiment more, and to meet like-minded peo-
ple. 

Q: How long have you been a photographer? 

A: I`ve been a "photographer of sorts" since I was  8 years old. I won a Brownie 
127 camera in a competition at school. It was a competition judging teeth. Hopefully 
the meaning behind this bizarre competition was to encourage students to take care of 
their teeth! Anyway I was hooked. I saved my allowance to buy black and white film 
and to pay for developing. I think the camera was worth  $5.00 in 1952! 

Q: What got you interested in photography? 

A: To  preserve family  memories, and I am so glad I did. 

Q: What equipment do you tend to use? 

A: I have a Nikon P510.  (Brian would like me to dig out my old Canon!) 

Q: What is your favorite photography moment?  

A: That's a tough one. I think capturing my 4-year-old grandsons sharing a private 
joke and not knowing I was taking their photo. I smile every time I look at it. é Think-
ing about this question I realized that although I enjoy flower shots, sunsets, scenes, 
trees, my greatest joy, and reward is capturing people  "in the moment". 
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Train tracks ð photo by PPS member Kathryn Danford 

ñI won a $5 Brownie 127 

camera in a competition 

at school when I was 

eight. It was a competi-

tion judging teeth.ò 

- Kathryn Danford, Treasurer 


