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I knew something was up when, for the first time since as far back as I can 
remember (which is not as far as it used to be), I headed out for my daily 
walk without my camera! 
 
To be honest, I had noticed my creativity was waning for a while, but I was 
in denial. Denial comes easily to men, after all.  My first thought was, 
ñcould it be that there is nothing more to take photos of?  Have I come to 
the end of my photographic experience and am I now ready for something 
new?ò  Maybe macram®, knitting, or maybe collecting stamps.  
 
Then I saw a photo that Guy Ridgway took of the planetary alignment of 
Jupiter and Saturn.  I thought ñWow!  He took this after dark, on a cold win-
ter night, far away from his couch.  How brave!"  
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Then I knew I was in real trouble when it came time to write this Presidentôs message and I was drawing a 
blank.  My wife stepped up with ideas as we walked and not one of the dozens of prompts could stir my 
sleeping mind. 
 
One evening, my wife invited me to join in on a Winter Solstice gathering on Zoom, so I did.  This provided 
me with the answer to my problem.  It didnôt happen right away, sometimes it even takes me a few days (I 
am a man after all).  The answer was clear.  We are in the Winter Solstice, that time of year when we see 
the fewest hours of daylight and the longest nights.  When the sun is at its lowest point in the sky. 
 
ñSolsticeò is a Latin word that means ñstalled sunò, when the Earthôs axis is tilted as it rotates around the 
Sun. Thatôs it!  Thatôs why I feel stalled and tilted, maybe all is not lost after all.  Itôs that time of year when 
everything in nature lies dormant, and maybe a time for me to rest and reflect aimlessly through those long, 
dark winter months.  Itôs also a time of great stress as we fight a great pandemic that has kept us in a state 
of hibernation from one another and our usual ways.  
 
But, like all great cycles in nature, the New Year is upon us, and the days will get longer and brighter and 
we will see an end to this pandemic.  Until then I will try to be more gentle on myself and others, and try to 
face the darkness and let in the light as best I can.  
 
All this has led me to start planning my photo projects for the winter, in an attempt to keep the photogra-
pher alive. Here are a few ideas I had.  
  
1. Macro snowflakes 
2. Falling snow and snow storms 
3. Snow landscapes 
4. Water effects 
5. Sunset or sunrise 
6. Winter light 
7. City lights 
8. Street photography 
  
I have included a few photos, enjoy ... 


